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POLITICAL (DOMES TiC). 


Tur Sirachey Gazette, of the 29th July, -in a communicated: 
article, states that the Emigration Act gives -opportunities 
to the license-holders, or persons depnted to-enlist coolies, of 
dsing force arid fraud in Various wage: *<Both they and their 
agents sometimes force poor villagers to accept their proposals, 
and, on account of having chuprassies with them, represent 
themselves to be Government servants, and authorized to do’ 
so. They keep their victims in complete ignorance 4s to: 

the particulars of the voyage, &c., and deceive them by mak- 

ing misstatements, and instructing them beforehand. to say so’ 
and so at the tinie of their appearing’ before the officers of 
Government for the necessary forms to be gone through. 
They also find fictitious guardians for minors whom -they: 
_ happen to get hold of, and prevail upon them to declare them- 
selves to be their relatives at the time of the attestation of 
the enrolment, and so on. Several instances of: frauds of this 
kind have recently been brought to light: at Azimgurh. - 


The attention of Government is,invited to this; ind it ig 
asked to see that at the time of registration fall and clear’ 
enquiries are made from the supposed voluntary emigrants, 
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The same paper remiarks on the prevalence of the crime 
of forgery in India. «It is customary among cunning and 
dishonest persons to draw up a fictitious bond in some one’s 
name, and, after a time, to lodge a suit in Court against the 
supposed debtor, and obtain a decree in their favour with the 
aid of the false witnesses whose signatures are attached to the 
bond. A, case of this kind recently happened at Budaon, in 
which the pseudo-plaintiff obtained a decree in his favour, 
although the defendant denied all knowledge of the bond, while 
the person by whom it was professed: to have been written 
declared that the handwriting was not his, and two of the 
plaintiff's own witnesses admitted it to be a mere fabrication. 
The amount for which the bond was. drawn was Rs, 66. 


The Editor is surprised-at this, and the more so as several 
false suits of this kind had previously been brought in the same 
Court by the pseudo-plaintiff, which were all proved to be 


forgeries, and dismissed, and yet no farther proceedings were 
instituted against him, 


Government i is askad;to take steps for putting. a ston to this 
evil. 


A correspondent of the Agra Akibde, of the. 30th July, 
states that in several cities, such as Mirzapore, Benares, &c., 
many buildings, erected for purposes of public utility, may be 
seen which are lying in. a ruined state, on account of. the. 
owners being unable through poverty to repair them. In his. 
opinion, it is the duty of the Municipal Committees of. the. 
towns in question to nave, them ar and kept-in proper. 
order. 


The same paper thinks that Government: ought. to oublis sit 
a list of the vernacular books which, in its opinion, are immoral 
and obscene. In the ‘absence of such a list, printers and sellers 
of the books are unable to know which of them are considered: 


- moral by Government and-which immoral; and are sometimes 


brought into trouble, as has been the case in Muttra and other. 
cities, where some booksellers. have. been punished with. fine,. 
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although they were;not intentionally doing wrong. Many 
books, though not obscene in the estimation of the people, are 
yet considered so by Government. : | 


The Benares Akhbdr, of the 31st J aly, j in its local news 
columns, points out the need of repairing the road leading 
from Visheshwar Gunj to Vridh Kalh, as well as that leading 
from J alpa Devee straight to Benyan, and joining the Chet 
Gunj road, both of which are said to be in a very bad state. 


The Editor also invites attention to the dangerous state 
of some of the houses in the city of Benares—e.g., the one in 
Mobulla Govindjee Naik, and the need of pulling them 


down. 


The Akhbdr-i-Anjuman-i-Punjdb, of the ist August, re- 
marks on the desirability of securing the Mausoleum of the 
Emperor Jehangeer, situated in Shahdeéra, near the city of 
Lahore, from the encroachments of the Raveé by erecting a 
bund or embankment on the Eastern side of the river. A part 
of the Mausoleum has already been destroyed, and there is 
every reason to fear that the survM4ng portion will share 
the same fate sooner or later, if some such plan as that above 
suggested is not adopted. 

- The Editor hopes that Governmenrit, which takés so much 
interest in the preservation of famous monuments of antiquity, 


will see to this, and lose no time in “having the necessary 
rneasures: ‘carried out. = 


A correspondent of the ane Abhbeér, of the same date, 
states that a cess of from Re. 1 to Rs: 5 has been levied om 
all the water-mills in the district of Kumaon by the Settlement 
Officer.. The writer considers the levy of this cess improper, 
and remarks that since, with the exception of the mills at 
Bhawur,—which have been set up at the cost of Goyernment 
and are worked by Government Canals —those at all other 
places are worked entirely at the expense and labour of the 
people, it is extremely unjust to i impose a tax on them, He 
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hopes. the Sudder Board of Revenue, as well as. the Govern. 
ment, North-Western Provinces, will consider this ‘point before. 
sanctioning the Settlement Officer’s proposals. 


The Samay Vinod, of the same date, in a communicated 
article, notices the vicious practice of fathers receiving a con- 
sideration in money from the bridegroom’s parents before 
giving their daughters i in marriagé, said to be prevalent among 
the zemindars of Kumaon, and calls upon Government to put 
a stop to the abuse, which is slave-dealing in qa disguised 
form. 


In connection with this, the Editor of the Samay Vinod 
would also invite attention to another evil. Many of the wo- 
men in Kumaon, who, at the instigation of profligate persons, 
take to an itnmoral course of life, prefer a claim for mainte- 
nance against their husbands in the Courts, and afterwards 
sue for a divorce, which the Courts as a rule have no hesitation 
in granting. The consequence is that the abuse is fast in- 
creasing. - Government should take prompt steps for putting 
a ae to it. a8 | | 


The Alonal-ul-Alibar, of the 3rd. nee in its column. 
of local news, notices an important case of theft, which took. 
place at the house of Lala Narain Dass, Gotewalla, in the city 
of Delhi. Ornaments valued at Rs. 3,000 were stolen. 


The Kavi Vachan Sudhé, of | the 8th August, has a long 
article on Oordoo versus Hindee, i in which the writer attacks 
the editorial in a late issue of the Pioneer commenting on the 
petition (under circulation) to the address of His Honor the 
Lieutenant-Governor, North-Western Provinces, for the res- 
toration of Hindee in Courts and Public Offices, and dwells — 


at some length in favour -of the reform. The article runs 
thus :—~ : : one 


“The Pioneer, we repret to say, has not, i in our opinion, 
stated the case fairly. Before reviewing the arguments adduced 
by it against the change, it seems desirable to premise. that the 


- 
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question as to the substitution of Hindee for Oordoo in Courts 
has been mooted for nearly five years, and that it originated 
with the English-speaking section of the community in the 
North-Western Provinces. The majority of those who know 
Hindee are, as a rule, conversant with Oordoo also, and to: 
them it matters not whether the one or the other remains the 
Court language. Hence it is evident that the starters of the. 
movement were actuated only by consideration for the public 
convenience. The advocates of Hindee are daily progressing 
in strength ; and, consequently, it is not being too sanguine to 
hope that they will finally triumph in this linguistic warfare. 


“Tt is a fact established by historical evidence that when- 
ever any new scheme is devised, though it may be undoubt- 
edly for the public good, the foes to innovation try to nip it 
in the byd, But such movements, though they may subside for 
a time, can never die out. What the general public demands 
Government must ultimately grant. The social history of 
Rome is a history of concessions wrung from the Patricians 
by the Plebeians, and the history of England abounds with. 
— Instances of a similar kind—e.g.,. Magna Charta extorted by 
the Barons from the unwilling John, and the Habeas Corpus 
Act which Charles II. was compelled to give his assent to by 
the resolute attitude of the House of Commons. Jn India the 
Income Tax has just been taken off in obedience to the popular 
cry, and in France the retirement of M. Thiers is owing to the 
same cause. Can it, then, in the face of such strong proofs 
be asserted that Government will not be compelled to adopt 
Hindee as the Court language of these Provinces, if the people 
are unanimous in asking for it. 


‘To’ Government it is all the'same'whether Oordoo or Nag- 
yee is used inthe Courts of the North-West.- Had the battle 
been between English and our vernacular, the introduction of. 
‘Hindee would,: no doubt, be open to many objections.. But 
such is not-the case : and it. is the bounden duty of. Goyern-: 
inent to-yield.to the cry of.the masses,: 
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“ The Mussulmans, it is true, might suffer by the change, but 


_ they are only a small portion of the community, and the-inter- 


ests of the few must always. yield to those of the many. Be- 
sides, many Mussulmans have been distinguished Hindee scho» 
lars, and the works of some—eg., Insha Alla Khan, Mulick 
Mahomed, and Turab Khan-i-Khanan—form a part: of every 
Hindee Library. This shows that Mussulmans could have no 
difficulty in learning Hindee.”’ The writer of the article, which — 
deserves to be read in full, goes on to notice at considerable 
length the various objections raised by the Pioneer to the in- 
troduction of Hindee.. He shows that all these on a little ex- 
amination turn out tobe groundless, as would be admitted by 
any impartial judge. He maintains that no additional expense 
would beincurred, and even if there was any, the peoplé would 
gladly submit to the taxation necessary to meet it, so great 
would be the benefits of the change to them. Nor Would 
Arabic and Persian cease to be studied; and so far from Mussul- 
man children being driven from our schools, they would probably 
flock to them for the express purpose of learning Hindeé—a 
knowledge of which would be indispensable for obtaining public 
employment. As a set off to any effect’ that might be pro- 
duced on the study of Arabic, Sanscrit scholarship would 
receive a great stimulus, and this language is admitted to be 
the most valuable of any for the purposes of philology and 
lin guistic science. 


The writer notices the. advice. given by the Pioneer to the 
effect that it would be wiser to bring forward real grievances 
instead of an imaginary one like this. If, he enquires, so 
much opposition is made to the redress of a trifling grievance, 
is it likely a substantial one would meet with more attention. 
Besides, he denies: that’ it:is. a triflmg grievance, and: dwells 
forcibly on the-fact that at present people are ‘unable to under 
stand the:summonses. and. processes of: the Courts: served’ on: 
them without the:aid of an interpreter, which must. give rise 
to the greatest! inconvenience and-hardship. He. contends: 
that the Nagri character’ is-se: easy: to’ learn: that.a person of 
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the most ordinary ability could master it in a short space of 
time. In fact, any: Government official unable to: do so would | 
deserve. tpéo facto to be dismissed for his stupidity and mcapa~ 
city, while the idea that many: of the present incumbents of 
posts under Government. would leave in disgust.at the change 
is too absurd to be seriously noticed. He next points out 
the superior advantages the Nagri character possesses as re- 
gards legibility, and as affording less opportunity than Oordoo 
for fraud and forgery, in addition to which the language itself 
is more-clear in expression, and its phrases are less likely to be 
misunderstood. After alluding to several facts in the history 
of other countries which support his arguments, the’ writer 
winds up by saying the present attacks made on: the efforts for 
the revival‘of Hindi are merely the birth-throes of the new 
movement, which must ultimately be successful, and that, ire 
at no very distant date. 

The same paper draws attention to a nuisance at the tem=— 
ple of Kal Bhairav, (Benares). A fuqeer isin the habit. of 


abusing and beating -persons of f hoth sexes who visit it. 
Bea Ya as 


The:Editor also urges.the need of pulling: down ay aney 
Mohulla Beebee Hutya, which. is said: to be in a dangerous: 
state, and of attending to the cleanliness of: Mohulla Sookh. 
Lall Sah-ka-Phatuk, situgted.on the Munikurnika road, which 
is reported to be in.a very filthy condition. 


The Oudh Akhbdr, of the 8th August, in its patenendenee 
columns, states that thefts,are now very frequent:in the dis-. 
dyict-of: Gondah.(Oudh), The.writer mentions two serious. 
cases. which occurred lately, in,one of, which all. the :property 
in. the house. of. Moonshee. Bam. Koomar, Serishtadar;, was. 
carried away.; while.in.the.other, Bhugwan Dutt, Nazir, lost. 
ornaments:and jother valuables; estimated at Rs: 1,000., 

- The: Lauh-i-Mahfae, of: the same :date;: revives’ the oftens. 
noticed: complgint‘as tothe appointment of? ignorant and illi-~. 
terate Natives; suchas merchants, shopkeepers, and ithe like; 
as.jurors and assessors, and the harm done by it, In the-Edi-. 


( 5380 jy 


tor’s opinion able and experienced men, whose judgment may 
be safely trusted, and who have established a character for 
honesty and straightforwardness, should be selected as Jurors 

‘and Assessors, the selection being made year by year by a Com- 
mittee to be nominated for the purpose, 


The Koh-i-Nur, of the 9th August, in a long article, 
bewails the state of the orphans of India—a subject so often. 
discussed b y the Native Press. The drift of the article corres- 
ponds in the main with one on the same subject which appeared 
in the Allygurh Institute Gazette sonie time ago. It is ob- 
served that these orphans are niade over to Christian Mission- 
aries, to be supported and brought up, and finally to be converted 
to Christianity. Numbers of such Hindoostanee children may be 
seen in the Orphanages established by the Missionaries. The 
Editor thinks it to be a reproach to the Natives to suffer the off 
spring of their fellow-countrymen to be thus left entirely at the 
mercy of foreigner's, and ultimately converted to Christianity, 
and inipresses on them the necessity of establishing Orphanages 
of their own in different localities for bringing up all the indi- 
gent and helpless children of their nation, and setting apart a 
portion of the large sums of money lavished by them in & 
variety of frivolous pursuits for that object. 


He goes on to say that much blame attaches also to Go- 
vernment for surreridering the orphans to Christian Mission- 
aties, and granting means for their support to the fatter in 
the shape of stipends and grants in land, &. It has come 
to the writer’s notice that Deputy Canieabaabiiaiins and Com+ 
missioners often cause grants in larid to be made to the Mis-= 
sionaries on the plea that they support Native orphans. He 
wonders that Hindoostanee children should be made over to 
Missionaries to be supported with the money raised from their 
own country, and ultimately converted to Christianity, and con- 
siders this to be an open violation of the solemn promise madé 
by Her Majesty’s Government:that no interference of what 
ever kind will be made by it in the religion of its Indian sub 


[ om 3 
jects. Accordingly, he thinks that the stipends and grants 


in land now allowed by Government to the Missionaries for zu 


the“support of Hindoostanee orphans should be assigned to 
Hindoostanee'gentlemen, who should themselves undertake the 
bringing up of the orphans in their own faith, and not allow 
them to be converted by Missionaries. | 


In its correspondence columns, the same paper notices the 
distress brought on the town of Soojanpore in Pattankote (Pan- 
jab) by the recent flood of the canal there. 150 houses, besides 
woollen stuffs valued at upwards of Rs. 50,000, were destroyed. 


POLITICAL (FOREIGN). 


The Meerut Gazette, of the 2nd August, criticises the 
order of the Secretary of State, by which the salute of the 
Nizam of Hyderabad and the Maharajahs of Mysore and 
Baroda in the British territories, has been reduced from 21 
guns to 19, though they will continue to receive a salute of 
.2L. guns within their own territories. The Editor is at a loss to 
account for this reduction, which, he observes, is unjustifiable, 
especially because it brings down the aforesaid chiefs, who are of 
high rank, and rulers of large states, to the same with level 
the Begum of Bhopal, who also receives a salute of 19 guns 
in the British dominions, and of 21 guns within her own terri- 
tory. 


The Marwdr Gazette, of the 4th August, notices a scrious — 
case of dacoity which took place at a distance of two kos from 
the city of Jodhpore, the particulars being these :—Five car- 
riages, one of which belonged to a jeweller, and contained jewels 
estimated at Rs. 50,000, were plundered by a party of seven 
dacoits on their way from Palee to Jodhpore. Steps have 
been taken by the State for the apprehension of the robbers. 


The Oudh Akhbdr, of the 8th August, has the Pamawing i in 
its correspondence columns :— 


- Dholepore.-—Since Rao Rajah Dinkur Rao io = ap- 
pointed to manage the State of Dholepore ‘an. entire revolu- 
tion has taken place. Old and experienced officials have been 
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terned out; and thele places filled up by the protdgés of ‘the 
Rajah. The salaries of the employés of the State, which had 
fallen into arrears during the time of the late Rana, have not 
been paid, which is a subject of loud complaint. In order to 
liquidate the debts, in which the State was involved owing to 
the extravagancies of the late Rana, Rajah Dinkur Rao has 
applied to the English Government for a loan of several takhs 

of rupees, and is thinking ‘of reducing the number of State 
employés by one-third. The writer warns him to exercise great 
caution in the matter. ees, 


Chumba.—A. very vicious custom prevails here, which is 
this: —Men of an advanced age marry infant girls, the conse- 
quence being that, by the time the latter arrive at: puberty, 
their husbands grow old and die, leaving them widows. Te 
this it is owing that the erime of — is very prevalent 
in the State. 


The Eauh-i-Mahfiz, of the same date, gives particulars of 
the manner in which the sentence of death was carried out 
against the murderer of the late Prime Minister of Rampore 
(Rohilkhund). The prisoner was carried to Oosman Gunj, 
opposite the house of the deceased, where the Nawab’s troops, 
as well as the police were drawn up in array, and there his 
head was cut off with a sword, amidst a host of spectators. 
The only near relative of the deceased, viz,,, his sister, who 
had been specially invited by the Nawab on her expressing a 
desire to see the law of retaliation carried out -against her 
brother’s murderer in her presence, was also a witness of the 
execution from behind the screens along with other women.. 


COMMERCIAL. 
Railways. 


The Akhbér-i- Anjuman-i-Panjdb, of the 8th. August, in- 
vites attention to the renewing grievances connected with 
railway management :— 


(a) Many of the Railway Stations are unprovided with 
accommodation for passengers to shelter them from the incle- 
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mencies of the weather. This is particularly the case at Saha- 
runpore, where passengers have to sit in an open plain till . 
the train starts, or have to remain standing i in a narrow place, 
where the heat is excessive on account of the crowding in it. 


_ (6) The practice of giving a contract for the sale of eat- 
ables and other things at Railway Stations to certain persons © 
who have the monopoly of sale, in consideration of a certain 
sum of money, is another grievance. At the Saharunpore 
Station, for instance, there is only one confectioner, who pays 
as much as Rs. 160 annually to the Railway Company. Such 
heavy taxes, though they bring much profit to Railway Com- 
panies, are fatal to the comfort of passengers. 


__A propos of this, the writer states that a person at Jullun- 
dhur, who built a house for the. accommodation of railway pas- 
sengers within the limits of the Railway Station, with the 
permission of the Railway authorities, has now been ordered by 
the latter to pay a tax, in case of his opening the house for 
the reception of passengers, or else to keep it shut.’ The 
peor man, in order to escape the tax, has preferred the latter 
course. ee ee 2 

The above complaint has repeatedly been noticed in news- 
‘papers. - | 

The Kohei- Nédr (Lahore) wrote. as follows : i 

| “ At most stations vendors of fruit and sweetmeats pay a 
fee of ten or fifteen. rupees for permission to sell. their things 
there. - These’ men not only charge high prices, but supply 
bad and tnwholesome food. . To avoid this double loss to pas- 
sérigers, the vendors should be required to sign an agreement 
repens them to sell good. and fresh things at the current 
rates.” 

The Allygurk Institute Gazette took a more exhaustive 
view of the subject. Its remarks were these:— 


“ Great extortion is practised by the Railway Company 
on vendors of eatables and other things at Railway Stations. 
All such persons have to pay a heavy tax, which is collected 


=~ 
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by the company through a ‘special contractor. The rate of 
this tax is higher than:that of all lawful taxes levied by 
Government. At the Allygurh Station, for instance, it is 
four annas aday per head. It seems hard that after the octroi 
and other taxes have been paid to Government an additional 
tax at such a high rate should have to be paid to the Railway 
Company. 


‘As, notwithstanding this tax, which must ex: oe the legi- 
timate profits from the day’ s sale, the vendors do not give up 
selling things at Railway Stations, it is manifest that the tax 
does not affect them but. the railway passengers. These have 
not only to pay double and even treble the usual prices, but 
are supplied with stale and unwholesome things, which necessity 
compels them to purchase. Thus a double loss is suffered by the 
passengers, of which the tax in question is the unhappy cause, 


“ The tax is : also baneful in another point of view. Though 
wrongfully exacted by the Company for its own profit, it is 
supposed by the people to be levied by Government, and they 
believe that among the various kinds:of taxes imposed on them 
this special Railway tax is one. It is high time that the 
attention of Government should be drawn to the matter, and 
the wrong impression, which has unreasonably prejudiced the 
people against Government, be removed, 


- All things considered, the tax in question, which, bindbie 
babii a source of great inconvenience and loss to railway 
passengers, is injurious in its consequences to Government, 
should be abolished; and, instead of a fixed number of per- 
sons being allowed to sell their things at Railway Stations, and 
nade to pay a tax for the privilege, a general permission should 
be given to all vendors of fruits, sweetmeats, &c., to do so, an 
arrangement which, while it will enable railway passengers 
to procure good things, will also put astap to all illegal extor- 
tions now practised both on the vendors and the purchasers,’ 


(c) The practice of overcrowding the -carriages, so often 
noticed in newspapers, is another serious grievance, 
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(d) The rough and improper treatment shown towards 
passengers by the Railway employés, and especially the Station- 
master, and the abusive and scurrilous language used towards 
them by the latter is another cause of complaint. 


_ (e) Complete disregard to the convenience of Hindoos- 
tanee ladies, and the rules of female seclusion so highly res- 
pected and adhered to among them, and making them sit in 
the same carriage with women of inferior classes, is also much 
felt. The writer mentions ‘an instance in which some pros- 
titutes, leaving the compartment in which they were seated, 
wilfully took their seats‘in another which was occupied by 
Hindoostanee ladies of a respectable family, and the guardians 
of the ladies, in vain entreated the Stationmaster to remove the 
prostitutes to some other compartment. 


-To remove this grievance, separate carriages should be as- 
signed for Hindoostanee ladies of respectable families. 


EDUCATIONAL. 


The Allygurh Institute Gazette, of the 8th August, bestows 
ungualified praise on the Maharajah of Puttiala for having 
liberally offered Rs. 3,000 in aid of the proposed Anglo- 
Oriental Mahomedan University ; and considers it to bea great 
reproach to Mussulmans that they are so backward in their 
own cause, when men of other nations so magnanimously come 
forward to help them. __ 


” The Akhbdr-i-Anjuman-i-Panjab, of the same date, notices 
the establishment of a school at Loodhiana by the Hindoo 
gentlemen of the city for teaching English, Persian, and 
Sanscrié. The object is to impart both secular and religious 
learning ‘to Hindoo students, and with this view a special 
Pandit has been appointed, whose duty it will be to deliver 
lectures on religious subjects at the school every Wednesday. 
A notice has been circulated by the originators of the move- 


ment, appealing to the Hindoo community to help it by pecu- 
niary contributions. 
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